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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

The Pinckney-Putnam Parks and Recreation Master Plan articulates a vision for parks and recreation in 

Putnam Township and the Village of Pinckney. The purpose of this Plan is to guide recreation planning 

and development efforts of Pinckney and Putnam parks and trails over the next five-year period, 

through 2022. Once adopted, the Plan is the official document to be used by the communities to guide 

decisions regarding parks, trails, and recreation. The revised and updated Plan is intended to meet state 

standards for community recreation planning that are necessary to gain eligibility for grant programs. 

 

DE S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  PL A N N I N G  AR E A 

Putnam Township including the Village of Pinckney is the jurisdiction of this Plan. It is located in the 

southwest corner of Livingston County. Pinckney is approximately 1.5 square miles in size, while Putnam 

Township is about 34.5 square miles. Putnam Township is bordered by three Livingston County 

townships: Marion to the north, Hamburg to the east, and Unadilla to the west, as well as Dexter 

Township in Washtenaw County to the south. Three major roads bisect the two communities: Main 

Street or M-36, running east-west, Dexter-Pinckney Road and Pinckney Road (D-19) running north-

south. Interstate 96 is approximately 12 miles north of Pinckney, while US-23 is 13 miles to the east and 

Interstate 94, nine miles to the south. 

 

Figure 1. Location Map 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Adapted from Livingston County and Wikipedia 

Michigan 

 

Washtenaw County 

Livingston County 
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PL A N N I N G  PR O C E S S 

The process used to generate the plan consisted of three major phases which are described below. 

 

1.  Where are we now? This phase involved a review of demographics and the planning context to 

provide a foundation for the planning process. In this phase, Township and Village parks and trails were 

inventoried and mapped to document existing resources and begin to assess their conditions. The 

information is organized into three main categories: community description, administrative structure 

and park inventory. 

 

2.  Where do we want to be? The second phase in the planning process consisted of an analysis of the 

communities' park and trail system to determine deficiencies and needs. A public engagement effort 

was initiated to solicit ideas and suggestions from the community about recreation preferences through 

an online questionnaire. Input was also solicited from Township and Village officials and staff at public 

meetings. 

 

3.  How do we get there? Once needs were identified, the final phase involved the development of an 

action plan to support the community's vision for the park and trail system and provide for park and trail 

planning and development projects. Recommended projects were summarized in a capital improvement 

plan, accompanied by strategies for implementation. This phase also included preparation of a full draft 

of the Plan, which was presented to the Park and Recreation Master Plan Committee as well as the 

public for review and comment prior to adoption.  

 

The following diagram illustrates the planning process and how it corresponds to the MDNR suggested 

format described earlier. 

 
Figure 2. Planning Process 
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WH A T  TH I S  PL A N  CO N T A I N S 

The Pinckney-Putnam Parks and Recreation Master Plan follows the format suggested by the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) in the Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, 

Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans (2016). The first chapter, Community Description, includes 

a summary on both the social and physical characteristics of the area as well as a discussion of current 

planning initiatives affecting the communities. The Administrative Structure chapter includes a 

description of how parks and recreation services are administered in the Village of Pinckney and Putnam 

Township including budget and funding information. The next chapter, Park and Trail Inventory, 

describes the existing Village and Township parks as well as those of the state and the region located 

nearby. This chapter also includes an accessibility assessment and a description of grant-assisted park 

projects. The Needs Assessment portion of the Plan presents the input received from local officials, 

staff, and residents, which helped in formulating the Goals and Objectives and Action Program 

chapters. The Action Program chapter outlines an action plan with strategies for implementation. The 

final chapter, Supporting Documents, includes some of the detailed information gathered through the 

planning process as well as the official resolutions and notices documenting the plan's adoption by 

Village Council and Township Board. 
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C O M M U N I T Y  D E S C R I P T I O N  

The first three chapters of the Plan provide information on the social and physical characteristics of the 

communities, the administration of parks and recreation services, and the existing park facilities to gain 

an understanding of the opportunities the communities have to offer. 

 

PO P U L A T I O N  CH A R A C T E R I S T I C S 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the population of the Village of Pinckney and Putnam Township 

show significant growth over the past thirty years, consistent with the growth experienced by Livingston 

County as a whole. Projections provided by the Southeast Michigan Council of Government (SEMCOG) 

indicate continued increases in the future. Putnam Township will continue to experience substantial 

growth, while growth will occur at a slower rate for the Village. 

 
Table 1. Population, 1990-2010 

 1990 2000 2010 
% Increase 
1990-2010 

SEMCOG  
July 2016 
Estimate 

Pinckney 1,603 2,141 2,427 51% 2,373 

Putnam  4,580 5,359 5,821 27% 5,897 

Total 6,183 7,500 8,248 - 8,270 

Livingston County 115,645 156,951 180,957 56% 188,796 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990, 2000, and 2010 and SEMCOG Forecast 

 

Table 2. Population Projection, 2010-2040 

 2010 
SEMCOG 

2040  
Forecast 

% Increase 
2010-2040 

Pinckney 2,427 2,768 14% 

Putnam  5,821 7,516 29% 

Total 8,248 10,284 - 

Livingston County 180,957 214,313 18% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and SEMCOG Forecast 

 

In addition to examining the number of people in Putnam and Pinckney, it is important to understand 

the characteristics of the population. These qualities can suggest a need for certain types of recreational 

facilities or programs. The following presents basic information about Township and Village residents.  
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The proportion of households with children have decreased from 2000 to 2010 from 51 to 46 percent in 

the Village and from 38 to 32 percent in the Township, while households with seniors have increased 

from 13 to 16 percent for the Village and from 15 to 23 percent for the Township. 

 

Table 3. Household Types, 2000-2010 

 Pinckney Putnam  

 2000 2010 2000 2010 

Total Households 731 869 1,895 2,166 

     

Households with children  370 50.6% 395 45.5% 726 38.3% 700 32.3% 

Households with seniors 65 +  97 13.3% 136 15.7% 280 14.8% 504 23.3% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and SEMCOG Forecast 

 

In 2010, children below the age of 18 made up about 31 percent of the total population in Pinckney and 

23 percent in Putnam. The number of children in the Village is projected to decrease by 60 to represent 

a decrease from 31.2 to 25.2 percent in the proportion of children in Pinckney in 2040, while children in 

the Township are projected to increase by 425 to represent an increase from 22.6 to 23.2 percent in the 

proportion of children in Putnam in 2040. The fastest segment of the population will be seniors. Indeed, 

the number of people over 65 years of age is projected to increase by 358 to represent an increase in 

the proportion of seniors from 7.4 to 19.4 percent in the Village while the Township will see an increase 

of 1,047 to represent an increase from 12.4 to 23.5 percent.  

 

Table 4. Age Characteristics, 2010-2040 

 Pinckney Putnam  

 2010 2040 2010 2040 

Preschoolers, up to 5 years 178  7.3% 215 7.8% 233 4.0% 383 5.1% 

School aged, 5 ς 17 years 580  23.9% 483 17.4% 1,083 18.6% 1,358 18.1% 

Young adults & families, 18 ς 34 years 483  19.9% 625 22.6% 883 15.2% 1,198 15.9% 

Families, 35 ς 64 years 1,007  41.5% 908 32.8% 2,902 49.9% 2,810 37.4% 

Seniors, 65 years and over 179  7.4% 537 19.4% 720 12.4% 1,767 23.5% 

Total 2,427  100% 2,521 100% 5,821 100% 8,596 100% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and SEMCOG Forecast 

 

Residents of both Putnam Township and the Village of Pinckney are predominantly white. Other races 

make up less than three percent of the population. The minority groups include African Americans, 

people of Asian descent, and people of other or mixed race origins.  
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HO U S I N G  A N D  BU I L D I N G  TR E N D S 

Between 2000 and 2010, the Pinckney-Putnam area experienced steady housing growth. The number of 

housing units increased by 140 in Pinckney, while Putnam Township saw 378 new units during the same 

time period. Single-family homes are predominant accounting for 94 percent of the housing stock in 

Putnam Township and 91 percent in Pinckney. The other units in Putnam Township include 4 percent 

duplexes or townhouse/condos, 1 percent apartments, and 1 percent manufactured housing units. The 

Village includes 4 percent duplexes or townhouses/condominiums, and 5 percent apartments. The 

median house value for the Village in 2010 was $174,400, down from $197,784 in 2000. Putnam 

TownshipΩǎ median house value decreased slightly from $249,506 in 2000 to $240,900 in 2010. 

 
Table 5. Housing Type, 2000-2010 

 Putnam Pinckney 

 
2000 2010 

Change 
2000-2010 

2000 2010 
Change 

2000-2010 

Single-Family Detached 1,970 2,370 400 654 822 168 

Duplex 38 48 10 32 7 -25 

Townhouse/Attached Condo 42 39 -3 9 34 25 

Multi -Unit Apartment 2 37 35 69 41 -28 

Mobile Home/Manufactured Housing 78 14 -64 0 0 0 

Total 2,130 2,508 378 764 904 140 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, and 2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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The growth in population, households, and housing units from 2000 and 2010 for the Pinckney-Putnam 

area is consistent with the trend in the economy experienced in Livingston County and southeast 

Michigan. As Table 6 shows, there was a clear drop in the total of residential building permits in the mid 

нлллΩǎ with significantly fewer permits issued since 2005. These numbers represent the net total 

residential building permits considering both constructions and demolitions. This trend has changed 

slightly since 2012 for the Township. 

 
Table 6. Residential Building Permits, 2000-2017 

 Pinckney  Putnam  
Livingston 

County 
Southeast 
Michigan 

2000 43 76 2,007 16,138 

2001 41 55 1,911 14,141 

2002 19 59 2,003 17,645 

2003 11 59 1,888 19,631 

2004 7 41 2,005 21,093 

2005 1 19 1,447 14,850 

2006 12 9 576 7,373 

2007 -1 6 315 2,786 

2008 1 1 156 -1,035 

2009 0 -1 49 -477 

2010 0 2 137 365 

2011 0 5 161 1,166 

2012 0 19 360 2,256 

2013 0 11 669 5,069 

2014 0 20 736 1,481 

2015 0 12 618 3,154 

2016 0 9 587 4,705 

2017 0 8 474 4,973 

Total 134 410 16,099 111,988 

Source: SEMCOG Data 
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LA N D  US E  A N D  DE V E L O P M E N T  PA T T E R N S 

Since the Village was platted in 1837 around a central town square north of a mill and on a main trail, 

the Pinckney-Putnam area has largely remained a rural community including low density residential 

development in the Township and higher density residential development with commercial 

establishments in the Village along Main Street. This development pattern is principally due to a limited 

road network combined with numerous lakes, wetlands, and natural features. The predominant land 

use in Putnam and Pinckney is residential with single-family residential land uses encompassing about 

half of the ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩǎ land area at over 50 percent and 46 percent of the Village land area. Parks, trails, 

and open spaces amount to 7 percent of the Village and 27 percent of the Township. 

 
Table 7. 2008 Land Use Acreage 

 Putnam Pinckney 

 Acres Percent Acres Percent 

Agricultural 3,147 14.5% 1 0.1% 

Single-Family Residential 10,913 50.3% 495 46.0% 

Multi -Family Residential 1 0.0% 5 0.5% 

Commercial  53 0.2% 72 6.7% 

Industrial 303 1.4% 146 13.6% 

Government/Institutional 308 1.4% 116 10.7% 

Park, Recreation & Open Space 5,810 26.8% 71 6.6% 

Transportation, Communication & Utility 362 1.7% 127 11.8% 

Water  779 3.6% 43 4.0% 

Total 21,676 100.0% 1,076 100.0% 

Source: SEMCOG Data 

 

Table 8. 2010 Land Cover 

 Putnam Pinckney 

 Acres Percent Acres Percent 

Impervious (buildings, roads, driveways, parking lots) 870  4.0%  204  18.9%  

Trees (woody vegetation, trees) 11,507  53.0%  345  32.1%  

Open Space (agricultural fields, grasslands, turf grass) 8,047  37.1%  447  41.6%  

Bare (soil, aggregate piles, unplanted fields) 190  0.9%  8  0.7%  

Water (Rivers, lakes, drains, ponds) 1,085  5.0% 72 6.7%  

Total 21,699 100.0% 1,075 100.0% 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ {9a/hD [ŀƴŘ /ƻǾŜǊ Řŀǘŀ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {9a/hDΩǎ нлмл ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅΦ Acreages are approximate and have been 

rounded to the nearest whole number. 
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Figure 3. 2008 Land Use Map 
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Figure 4. Natural Features 
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NA T U R A L  FE A T U R E S 

The natural features of Pinckney and Putnam have played a major role in influencing and attracting 

ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ [ƛƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǇŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 

landscape is characterized by gently rolling topography formed through glacial action. As the glaciers 

retreated, the outwash of sand, soil, and debris created an irregular pattern of hills and depressions that 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎΦ 

 

The Huron River and its associated chain of lakes and wetlands to the east of the Village have made the 

Pinckney-Putnam area a very desirable location to live and recreate. Honey Creek, a tributary of the 

Huron River, is an important waterway flowing from west to east through the center of the Village and 

Township. Approximately 4 percent of the area covered by the Village or Township consists of 

waterways and lakes. The major lakes include Portage, Hi-Land, and Patterson lakes. Mill Pond, the 

largest water body in the Village of Pinckney, is surrounded by low-density residential development. 

 

Existing woodlands are located primarily within the state land and along the waterways and wetlands. 

Moderately to well-drained wooded areas in the Township consist mostly of a mixture of hardwoods 

including oak, hickory, sugar maple, ash, cherry, beech, basswood, and elm. Vegetation on poorly-

drained soils consists mainly of elm, red maple, aspen, white cedar, and tamarack. Approximately 20 

percent of the Township is covered by woodlands. 

 

[ƛǾƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ-quality natural areas. Criteria included size, 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

study revealed a large number of sizeable, high-quality natural areas in the County. Putnam and 

Pinckney exhibit a number of high quality natural areas as illustrated in Figure 5. These natural areas 

include the existing state land holdings of the Pinckney State Recreation Area and Gregory State Game 

Area as well as land owned by the University of Michigan and private camps. Other areas such as the 

area located immediately north of the Village include open space and farmland. 

 

Figure 5. Pinckney-Putnam High Quality Natural Areas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Livingston County Planning Department 

 

Putnam Township 

Village of Pinckney 
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PL A N N I N G IN I T I A T I V E S 

While change is inevitable and growth in both population and housing will occur, Livingston County is 

committed to managing that growth to enhance economic benefit, recreational activities, and overall 

quality of life for all its residents. Livingston County is in the process of updating its County Master Plan 

which considers parks and recreation. The master plan has identified a number of needs which include:  

 

¶ Additional parks and recreation resources on the west side of the County;  

¶ More walking/biking/hiking trails;  

¶ Additional and improved connections to parks and amenities;  

¶ A County regional trail plan; and  

¶ Expansion and improvement of parks and recreation opportunities, particularly non-motorized 

pathways.  

 

This information served to formulate a set of preliminary goals and objectives. While the plan has not 

been adopted yet, goals considered include: 

 

¶ Map and promote Livingston County Parks and Recreation assets; 

¶ Map planned and proposed linkages between public and private Livingston County parks and 

recreation resources; 

¶ Facilitate coordination between area non-profit nature conservancies, camp organizations, and 

public park providers; and 

¶ Encourage local communities to include Complete Streets language in their master plans and 

recreation plans.  

 

Figure 6. Livingston County Interactive Parks and Recreation Maps 
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Locally, the 2015 Village of Pinckney Master Plan outlined several objectives to provide high quality 

parks, open spaces, and recreation opportunities for the community and to preserve and enhance its 

natural resources. They include:  

 

¶ Market the Village as a regional recreation hub, or Trail Town, that provides convenient access 

to thousands of acres of state parks and recreational areas with active and passive recreational 

opportunities;  

¶ Continue to collaborate with interest groups to renovate the historic Pinckney Depot at the 

intersection of D-19 and the Mike Levine Lakelands Trail;  

¶ Enhance access and connections to the Mike Levine Lakelands Trail from residential areas, 

Pinckney High School, and the downtown; 

¶ Coordinate recreation planning with Livingston County, Pinckney Schools, MDNR, surrounding 

communities, and other entities;  

¶ Preserve an interconnected system of open spaces, or a green infrastructure, that contains high 

quality natural and environmentally sensitive areas; and 

¶ Protect the water quality of the Village lakes, streams, and creeks particularly Mill Pond and 

Honey Creek.  

 

With vast amount of natural areas owned by the State, the University of Michigan, and others, Putnam 

Township also formulated a goal in its last Master Plan to preserve high quality natural areas, 

recreational opportunities and trails, waterways, wetlands, and woodlands.  
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Table 9. Putnam 2017-2018 General Fund Budget 

Revenues 
 

 

Taxes $286,698 

Licenses and Permits $4,100 

State Shared Revenue $445,000 

Metro Act $9,000 

Gravel Pit $11,000 

Charges for Services $98,500 

Charter Cable $72,000 

Miscellaneous $800 

Reimbursements $2,400 

Transfer in $472,700 

Total Revenue $1,402,198 

Expenditures  

Administration  $355,200 

Cemetery $10,100 

Township Hall $114,300 

Senior Center $55,800 

131 S Howell $3,100 

Township Square $19,900 

Unallocated $21,500 

Highways and streets $115,500 

Recreation $12,500 

Fire/Public Safety $472,700 

Board of Review $2,000 

Police Public Safety $102,000 

Zoning $32,400 

Planning Commission $24,900 

Election $15,000 

Total Expenditures $1,356,900 

 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  ST R U C T U R E  

The administration of parks and recreation services in the Village of Pinckney and Putnam Township is 

the responsibility of the Village Council and the Township Board. 

 

AD M I N I S T R A T I O N 

A joint Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

Committee has been established to guide the 

efforts for preparing the Community Parks 

and Recreation Master Plans in 2000, 2007, 

2013, and again for the current plan. It 

includes members of the Village Council, 

Township Board, and Planning Commissions 

from both communities.  

 

FU N D I N G A N D  BU D G E T 

The Township general fund budget for 2017-

2018 contains funding for recreation, and the 

maintenance and improvement of the 

Township Square and the Township Hall 

property.  

 

The recreation fund expenditures include 

primarily budget amounts for maintaining the 

Mike Levine Lakelands Trail ($10,000), the 

Depot ($1,000), and other properties ($1,500). 
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Table 10. Pinckney 2017-2018 General Fund Budget 

Revenues  

Property Tax $641,000 

State Revenue Share  $190,000 

Refuse, Leaf & Brush $166,000 

Cell Tower Revenue $62,000 

Other Revenue $38,200 

Rental Income $25,500 

Reimbursements & Transfers $151,500 

Total Revenues $1,274,200 

Expenditures  

Village Council $18,030 

Village Administration  $142,065 

Auditors $4,000 

Legal Fees $10,000 

Office Overhead $46,260 

Buildings and Grounds $31,360 

Parks and Recreation $4,005 

Police $480,740 

Department of Public Works $296,730 

Refuse $159,295 

Planning Commission $11,705 

Economic Development $3,350 

Street Lights $35,000 

Transfer $73,200 

Total Expenditures $1,315,740 

 

The Village budget for Parks and Recreation 

includes money allocated for the maintenance 

of Loy Bond Park and for the update of the 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The Village 

general fund budget is presented in Table 10. 
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VO L U N T E E R S  &  PA R T NE R S H I P S 

Both Putnam and Pinckney maintain a relationship with Pinckney Community Schools, which own and 

maintain various recreational facilities and sports fields in the community. In addition, Pinckney 

Community Education, which is run by the Pinckney Community Schools, offers a variety of recreation 

programs.  

 

Other organizations run various athletic recreation programs independently from the Township or 

Village. They are non-profit organizations, run by a membership elected Board of Directors and include: 

 

¶ The Pinckney-Hamburg Baseball and Softball Association; 

¶ The Hamburg Community Soccer Club; 

¶ The Pinckney Blues Soccer Club; and 

¶ The Hamburg Pirate Youth Football Association. 

 

Service clubs and community groups have also played a significant role in providing additional volunteer 

labor and financial support for park facilities and programs. These clubs and groups include: 

 

Service clubs: 

¶ Boy Scouts of America; 

¶ Girl Scouts; 

¶ Kiwanis Club of Hamburg; 

¶ Livingston County 4-H; 

¶ Lions Club; and 

¶ The American Legion Pinckney Memorial Post 419. 

 

Recreation Use Groups: 

¶ Michigan Mountain Biking Association; 

¶ Pinckney Aquatic Club; 

¶ Pinckney Pedalers; 

¶ Pinckney Trail Riders Association; 

¶ Pinckney Youth Wrestling; 

¶ Jackalope Running Club; and 

¶ Waterloo IƻǊǎŜƳŜƴΩǎ 

Association. 

 

Other Organizations: 

¶ Friends of the Mike Levine 

Lakelands Trail; 

¶ Livingston Land Conservancy; 

¶ Pinckney Garden Club; and 

¶ The Pinckney, Putnam, Hamburg, 

Hell Chamber of Commerce 

(PPHH). 
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P A R K  A N D  T R A I L  I N V E N T O R Y  

The residents of Pinckney and Putnam have a variety of available regional recreational resources. In 

addition, the area includes two local park facilities: the Town Square and Loy Bond Memorial Park. There 

are also public and private schools, and privately-owned recreational facilities in the area. This section 

describes these recreational resources.  

 

LO C A L PA R KS 

Loy Bond Memorial Park 

The Village of Pinckney owns and 

maintains a community park within the 

Portage Dells Subdivision in the southeast 

portion of the Village. The 3.5-acre park 

includes:  

 

¶ Playground equipment; 

¶ A sand volleyball court; 

¶ A park sign and parking area; and 

¶ Open space with mature trees and 

an open grass area. 

 

 

 



Recreation Inventory 

 

Page 20 Adopted February 2018 | PINCKNEY-PUTNAM  Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

Putnam Township Square 

Located at the center of the Village, the Town 

Square is a 1.6-acre historic community park 

owned and maintained by Putnam Township. 

It includes: 

 

¶ A pavilion/band shell; 

¶ A playground; 

¶ An ice skating rink in the winter 

months; 

¶ Mature trees and grass open areas; 

and  

¶ The Historic Town Hall currently 

serving as a small community center. 

 

 
 

The Square is the site for special events sponsored by the Village of Pinckney Downtown Development 

Authority such as Spooktacular, Light Up the Park, aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ tŀǊŀŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ tŀǊŀŘŜ. 

The Pinckney, Putnam, Hamburg, Hell Chamber of Commerce also sponsors the Art in the Park while the 

Pinckney Lions Club supports IƻƻǘƛƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ. The square is used for weddings, reunions, birthdays, 

parades, and other events.  

 

The senior Center located on 

Mower provides a variety of 

activities and special services 

including transportation to area 

seniors. Putnam and Pinckney 

own and maintain other 

properties such as the Putnam 

Township and Village Halls. 

These properties are shown on 

Figure 7. 
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Figure 7. Park and Recreation Facilities 
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SC H O O L A N D  PR I V A T E RE C R E A T I O N  FA C I L I T I E S 

Farley Hil l  Elementary School 

Located in the northeast portion of the Township, it includes about 20 acres of land with open space, 

playground equipment, wetland boardwalk, observation deck, and nature trail. 

 
Pinckney High and New Tech High School 

The high school is located in the south part of the Village on 103 acres of land and includes 10 tennis 

courts, two soccer fields, two baseball fields, a football field, a practice field, a running track, an off-road 

running trail, and an indoor pool and gymnasium. 

 
Pinckney Community Public Library 

A portion of the former Village Education Center property was redeveloped for the new Community 

Public Library. The west half of the property is now owned by tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ and includes about two 

acres of land with a ballfield, walkways, and playground equipment. 

 
A number of private recreation facilities can also be found in the community. They include: 

¶ Light of the World Montessori School, a private Christian Montessori School located on the 

Shalom Lutheran Church property on M-36 in the eastern border of Putnam Township including 

playground equipment and nature trails; 

¶ Light of the World Academy, a charter school Kindergarten through Eighth grade, located on 

Pearl Street on about 2 acres of land including a small playground and indoor gymnasium; 

¶ St. Mary School, a private school, Kindergarten through Eighth grade, located south of Pinckney 

High School on 30 acres of land including playground equipment; 

¶ Arise Church Community Dog Park, a 2-acre fenced-in area for off-leash dog exercise and play 

located on Dexter-Pinckney Road, south of Pinckney High School; 

¶ Camp Big Silver, a co-ed residential camp containing about 27 acres of land in southern Putnam 

Township owned and operated by the Boys/Girls Clubs of Toledo; 

¶ Camp Innisfree, a former Girl Scout camp on 992 acres of land located on Schafer Road 

northwest and adjacent to the Gregory State Game Area in the Township, including two lakes, 

an equestrian center, a ropes course, and a zip line; 

¶ Edwin S. George Reserve, a University of Michigan wildlife sanctuary and research area including 

1,300 acres of land in Putnam Township; 

¶ CƛǊŜƳŀƴΩǎ tŀǊƪ, a 0.8-acre open space owned by ACO Industries and located in the Village which 

includes some playground equipment and a grass area; 

¶ Hell Creek Ranch, a 37-acre campground including Heavenly Horse Stables, primitive camping 

and water/electric hook-ups, and a swimming pool abutting the Pinckney Recreation Area; 

¶ Hell Survivors Paintball Playfield, a 40-acre site including camp sites located north of the Village;  

¶ North Star Reach Camp, a summer camp serving children with health challenges on 105 acres 

located just outside Putnam Township and including a health center, dining hall, cabins, arts and 

crafts center, athletic courts, sports fields, tree house with zip line, amphitheatre, and dock; 

¶ Timber Run Equestrians, a 20-acre property located on M-36 with access to miles of trails 

including Timber Trace Golf Course and the Mike Levine Lakelands Trail; and 

¶ Timber Trace Golf Club, an 18-hole golf course on 460 acres of land including a driving range and 

club house.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swimming_pool
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RE G I O N A L  RE C R E A T I O N  FA C I L I T I E S 

In addition to the previously described recreational facilities, there are over 43,500 acres of parkland 

owned by the state and the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA) in adjoining townships. These 

facilities are considered regional recreational facilities. They are large facilities that provide 

opportunities such as camping, swimming, boating, hiking, and golfing which are typically beyond the 

ability of a local municipality to provide. Figure 8 depicts the location of the regional parks and Table 11 

lists the recreational activities they offer. A detailed description of the regional facilities located within 

to Pinckney and Putnam follows.  

 

Figure 8. Regional Recreation Facilities  

 
Source: MDOT University Region Road and Trail Bicycling Guide, 2008. 

  

 

 
























































